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SW3.1: COLOR 

* A color wheel is a visual representation of colors arranged according to their 

chromatic relationship. Begin a color wheel by positioning primary hues equidistant 

from one another, then crate a bridge between primaries using secondary and tertiary 

colors.  

Johannes Itten's 12-step color wheel is a clear and simple example. Red, blue, and yellow 

primary colors are in the center. These colors can be mixed to produce many other 

colors.  

The secondary colors of green, orange, and violet follow. These colors are mixed from 

adjacent primaries. A circular spectrum of tertiary colors completes the wheel. The 

mixture of a secondary color and the adjacent primary color creates a tertiary color.  

* You are required to draw Johannes Itten's 12-step color wheel and 

paint with gouache. 

The diameter of the outer circle: 20 cm - The diameter of the inner circle: 

12 cm 

DEFINITIONS 

Primary colors: These are colours 

that cannot be created through the 

mixing of other colours. They are 

colours in their own right. The 

three primary colours are red, blue 

and yellow. 

Secondary colors: When you 

combine any two of the Pure 

Primary Hues, you get three new 

mixtures called Secondary Colors 

which are green, orange and 

violet/purple. 

Tertiary colors: When you mix 

a Primary and its nearest 

Secondaryon the Basic Color Wheel 

you createsix new mixtures called 

Tertiary colors. 

12-step color wheel : Johannes 

Itten's 12-step color wheel has the 

advantage of simplicity and clarity. 

Red, blue, and yellow primary 

colors are in the center. These 

colors can be mixed to produce 

virtually all other colors.  

 

 

  

EVALUATION CRITERIA (SW 3.1) 

*Secondary and Tertiary colors 

*Workmanship of painting 

AIM OF THIS EXERCİSE (SW 2.2) 

 To demonstrate comprehension of primary,  

 secondary, and tertiary colors by creating  

 a 12 step color wheel using only primary colors . 

 Focus on craftsmanship and paint blending. 
 

JOHANNES ITTEN'S 12-STEP COLOR 

WHEEL  

 


